PINK LADY RAIL TRANSIT COMMISSION

Meeting – Tuesday August 3, 2010 @ 10:00am

Sauk County Courthouse West Square Rm 213
Baraboo, WI

Draft Minutes

Attendance:

Commissioners Present: Chairman Kasper, Vice Chairman Anderson, Treasurer Whitehurst, Secretary Rockett, Elmer Ellis, John Geoghegan.
Not present: Ray Bolton
Others Present: Jenny Erickson – Sauk County Extension,  Dick Goddard – LSRHA, Donna Stebbing – Sauk County Supv. Village SC,  Larry Volz – WRRTC/County Board, Frank Huntington – WDOT Rails, Ken Lucht –WSOR, Tom Jackson – Sen. Dale Schultz
Meeting called to order:

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 am by Chairman Kasper.

Certification of open meeting law.

Meeting was certified as having met the requirements of the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.  Motion by Rockett, seconded by Whitehurst
Approval of Agenda.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Geoghegan to approve agenda as printed.  Motion carried.

Approval of Draft Minutes of April 6, 2010.
Motion by Geoghegen, seconded by Ellis to approve minutes as printed.  Motion carried.

Treasure’s report.

Whitehurst reported a balance of $2,096.48 as of today’s date.  Motion by Anderson, seconded by Rockett to approve the report.  Motion carried.

Budget request for FY 2011. Expenses estimated at $1,560.00. Chair Kasper to communicate with the communities of Reedsburg, Baraboo, Sauk City, and Sauk County for supporting funds. 
Motion by Rockett, seconded by Geoghegan. Motion carried.
Chairman’s report.


Handouts and review of FRA procedures that mandate bridge owners implement bridge management programs that include bridge inspections. 

· Fuel efficiency of moving freight by rail vs. commercial carrier.  

· Update on County website presented by Jenny Erickson. Some difficulty navigating, hard to find the PLRTC site. Need to do a search as there is no links because the Commission is not a County commission. 

Rail Use Survey report

Presented by Jenny Erickson. 


Summarized the information from the Sauk County Rail use Survey.


Roughly 576 cars were shipped or received in 1990 vs. approx 2255 cars in 2010. Rail users project increased usage. Sauk County rail usage has increased approx 300% since 1988. 

Wisconsin and Southern report.


Ken Lucht made the following report:  ROW maintenance being performed. Maintaining  weed control.


WSOR one day repair by Devils Lake.

Installing welded rail between Madison and Stoughton. 

· Working on potential Cap funding.

· WSOR is hiring more personnel which will allow them to operate more trains.

· Ballast shipping out of Rock Springs is averageing 3 ballast trains per week. Or about 180 cars/week. 


Track maintenance costs range in the $15,000/mile to maintain rail to Class II Standards.

WisDot


Reported by Frank Huntington. Wisconsin DOT has released funding for acquisition and rehab projects. Accepting applications for additional rehab projects.
· Per the recent final rule by FRA (Federal Railroad Administration) regarding bridge maintenance. Bridges now will require more inspections and evaluations.
Business and Rail usage reports. 


Old Business: Nothing to report.

· New Business: Sauk City R to T issue. This has long term implications. Continued meetings and discussion to continue. 


Reedsburg Report by Rockett. Working on recruiting a second commission member to fill the absence. Contacted the Mayor for support from City council. No response to date. Business stable. 


Baraboo Report by Ellis. R. R Donnelley very busy. 

· Baraboo Report by Whitehurst. Doing some hiring, not as busy as 2008. 
· Rock Springs Report by Goeghegan. Ballast and grain trains moving well. 

Legislative Comments.  

Tom Jackson for Senator Dale Schultz.  Senator is available and welcomes questions and concerns to address on industrial growth.
Public Comments.   


County Board Chair Krueger raised the question, “Why are Industries not on the Econonmic Development committee. Best  chance for industrial development would be to have industry members as stakeholders. repairs from 08 floods.

Next meeting date and location..


December 10th, 2010 at 10:00 am. Meeting location West Square Building Room 213.

· Motion to adjourn meeting by Rockett, seconded by Goeghegan.

Adjourned at 12:06 pm

Doug Rockett, recording 


